Is but natural phenomenon and which, puts an end to our
distress. But death should make us all realise how no one
will accompany us in our journey beyond our life. The holes
that the son makes in the pot at the time of lighting the fun-
eral pyre represents the getting rid of the dead man's links
with his desire for wealth, for property and for women. The
fruits of our good acts alone will shadow us in our life-hereaf-
ter. We should realise that as we grow old, our mental and
physical faculties will fail and we will turn senile when our
very presence in the family may be despised. We shoul take
steps to maintain our health as none will extend the relief
needed when we become infirm. With all these warnings,
some may still harbour vain desires and display attachment
towards pleasures even as age advances.

The Mahabharata cites the example of Emperor Yayati
who was eager to exchange his old age and to become young
to enjoy the company of a bewitching woman. His son agreed
to the transfer to make his father happy. Devotion, detach-
ment, upholding of righteousness and succour to the needy
through liberal gifts are the steps to face life.

88.  Futile to resist Divine will

Trials and tribulations are part of a man's life. However,
some people, presuming that they have the strength to resist
even divine commands, endeavour to ward them off, but fail
before God's will. Wisdom lies in submitting oneself to
the dictates of the Almighty and seek His grace. Quite
often, what is considered baneful, may turn out to be benefi-
cial. Even a curse can become a boon to those who respect
Dharma and are Godly. The Mahabharata reiterates this by
describing the Vicissitudes of the Pandavas and their ulti-
mate triumph.

In this epic, it is narrated how the successful manner
in which the five brothers and Draupadi concealed their iden-
tity and served in the palace of King Virata for a Year.
ArJuna was chosen to teach the fine arts to the princess. A
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